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and financial, with the City Police Ball to finish the
evening. A few days later he addressed his first
meeting as an independent candidate, not for White-
chapel, but for one of the four City seats allotted to
the London County Council. In his short electoral
address, dated January 1st, he declared his absolute
freedom from party politics in this campaign, and
indicated his belief that the Council would prove
itself worthy of larger powers than were already
conferred on it. But speaking at the Bishopsgate
schoolroom (January 7th), with his staunch old friend
in the Chair, he thought the enlargement of the
Council's powers was a matter for Parliament, and
that for the present it should devote itself to per-
fecting its organisation, on the three foundations of
absolute incorruptibility, of personal efficiency, and
of rational economy. The Metropolitan Board of
Works, it should be recalled, had come under some
suspicion of jobbery and " graft.55

Three days later, at the Memorial Hall in Farringdon
Street, Rosebery further pressed the need of abstention
from party politics as such. The City, he thought,
could maintain the leading position in London, and
renew its youth, as the city guilds had done, by being
awakened to their responsibilities. The City, where
50,000 slept but a quarter of a million spent their
lives, should set the example, and let London save
London. He answered with adroitness and humour
questions from doubting hearers, and promised regular
attendance at the Council, a point on which he was
not unnaturally heckled.

At Houndsditch (January 16th), with a City Con-
servative in the chair, he reiterated his independence
of party for the purposes of local government, and
declined to state opinions on questions within the
purview of Parliament. Nevertheless, these speeches
were as fully reported in the Press-as if they had been
concerned with party issues. This was in some degree
a personal tribute : many Londoners could not make
up their minds whether the new Council was going